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rt Shall we join company in the avenue of trees which le
from Petersham to Ham House, and settle the exact spot wl
we arrive there ?" said Mr. Westwood.

To this the captain also assented. After a few other |
liminaries, equally brief, and having settled the road each pa
should take to avoid suspicion, they separated.

"We shall just have comfortable time, my lord," said 1
captain, when he had communicated the arrangements, " to call
my rooms for a case of pistols, and then jog coolly down. If j
will allow me to dismiss your servant, we'll take my cab, for you
perhaps, might be recognised,"

What a contrast, when they reached the street, to the ace
they had just left! It was already daybreak For the flari
yellow light within, was substituted the clear, bright, gloric
morning; for a hot, close atmosphere, tainted with the smell
expiring lamps, and reeking with the steams of riot and dissij
tion, the free, fresh, wholesome air. But to the fevered head
which that cool air blew, it seemed to come laden with remoi
for time mis-spent and countless opportunities neglected. "Wi
throbbing veins and burning skin, eyes wild and heavy, though
hurried and disordered, he felt as though the light were a reproac
and shrank involuntarily from the day as if he were some foul ai
hideous thing.

" Shivering ?" said the captain.    " You are cold."

"Rather."

" It does strike cool, coming out of those hot rooms, Wn
that cloak about you. So, so; now we're off;"'

They rattled through the quiet stre^tef made their call at tl
captain's lodgings, cleared the towBt^md emerged upon the op*
road, without hindrance or molestation.

Fields, trees, gardens, hedges, everything looked very beaut
ful; the young man scarcely seemed to have noticed them befor
though he had passed the same objects a thousand times. Thei
was a peace and serenity upon them all, strangely at variance wit
the bewilderment and confusion of his own half-sobered thought!
and yet impressive and welcome. He had no fear upon his mind
but as he looked about him he had less anger; and though all ol
delusions, relative to his worthless late companion, were HOT
cleared away, he rather wished he had never known him tha
thought of its having come to this.

The past night, the day before, and many other days am
nights beside, all mingled themselves up in one unintelligible am
senseless whirl; he could not separate the transactions of one tim
from those of another. Last night seemed a week ago, am